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FOUNDERS

In 1903, a group of dedicated Jewish immigrants in Denver met to devise a solution to 
care for indigent patients suffering from tuberculosis. Among these men were: Dr. 
Charles Spivak, a physician and community activist; Benjamin Diamond, a tinner; 
David Bernhardt, a furrier; Louis Bornstein, a silkweaver; Henry Cohen, a clerk; Jacob 
Cooper, a tailor; A. Heublum, a painter; David Kaufman, an actor; M. Levinger, a 
musician; J. Millstein, a photographer; Louis Shapiro, a cigar maker; Benjamin 
Wittenstein, a furrier; L. Wolf, a tailor; E. Aidelman, a wagonmaker; and Morris 
Yasness, a cigar maker. Although most of the group was poverty-stricken and plagued 
by ill-health, at their first meeting they collected $1.10 to establish a non-sectarian 
institution for the treatment of patients in any stage of tuberculosis. The Jewish 
Consumptives' Relief Society was born. At least five of these men were later patients at 
the facility.
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